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« The Work of RicuTeousness” (which neceſſarily in- 
cludes the duty of reſtoring to all men their Rio rs 
and juſt Claims) ** all be Preacs ; and, the Effet of 
© R1iGHTEOUSNESS, Quietneſt and Aſſurance for ever.” 
we Iſaiah xxxii. 17. | 

4% — For the Throne is eſtabliſhed by RieHTEOUSRHESs. 
(Prov. xvi. 12.) But = there is no PEACE, ſaith my 


dc God, to the Wicked.” — Ifaiah lvii. 21. 8 
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The Cram of the Peogle 
5 of ENGLAND. 


x 
» 4 


N Ute degtnnlog of the prov chaſe 
(anno 1701, 4 W. II.) a ſenfiblé 
and loyal Weiter drew up a ſmall Tract of 

political information, which he intitled 

ec THE CLAIMS OF Tu PEOPLE of 

„ ENGLAND-effayed- in a” Letter from tht 

i Country. But, before the Frat was 
rinted, the Author had the ſatisfaction to 

hear, that the Claims, he had afferted; were 

in many reſpects eſtabliſhed by a new Act 

of the Parliament then ſitting ; Which ſea- 
ſonable attention to the People's: Rigbis he 
moſt gratefully neee in” a Poſt - 
ſcript to his Letter. 

The Adt of Settlement, by virtue of which 
the preſent Royal Family ſucceeded to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, was the Statute, | 
which then ſo happily (in the opinion of 
that Writer) © ſecured nE Crane OF 
< THE PEUPLE or ENGLAND, 

It is intitled, An Aci for: FE ths 
«. Limitation of the Crown, and better fe 
« curing” the Rights: and, Liberties- of the 
""_ e — . accordingly contains 

A 2 eight 


( 4 
eight very excellent Articles of Limitation, 
agreeable to the Claims off the Pe 
5 England; which, it ſeems,” were en- 
N Bs wah tbe drighfmious Concurrence of 
& both Houſes of Parliament, for the ex- 
preſs - purpoſe. of gecuting our Religion 
« Laws, and Liberties.” 1e 
: One of theſe Articles ordained+-*5 That: 
*, all matters' and things: relating ta 
ct well. governing of tbis Kingdom, 2051 
4 are properly cognizable in the Pri vy Couns 
te eil by the Laws and Cuſtoms of this Realm; 

&* ſhall be tramſacted there, and all Reſolu, 
« trons taken thereupon ſball be fend, by ſuch 
* f the Privy Council as Shall 2 viſe ed 
t conſent.to the ſame.” ||: 

And by another of they, Articles i it was 
ordained, That nb perſon, who has an 
& Office, or Place of profit, under the King, 
c or receives a Penſon from the Crown, ſhall 
& be capable , Serving < as a Member , of the 
13 ee Mannes ten 10 01907 

LT, 65 4" BF But, 

U This en enges 1 3 EPFL any 
few r or Faction, from becoming Meient without 
| 7 Wight perhaps have been objected at that time, as 
as well as at preſent, that ſuch a "total. excluſion of "Plare- 
men would withdraw from Parliament the Council and 
Aſſiſtance of many worthy Men in Office, (or that ought 
10 be in Office, } Or ene are the moſt 
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_ 10 Bat, as the Partiament was at that time 


nveſtedwiththe'didgerous. unconſtitutio- 
nal Power: of a frienmal Repreſentation of 
the People without Ne election, it was im- 
poſfible that the Repreſentatives (who there- 

ad quired a temporary independency of 
their Conſtituents, and of courſe a ſeparate 
interehi\ of their: own) could long continue 


uncorrupt; and, conſequenily, theſe two 


moſt excellent proviſions againſt undue in- 


Fuente were ynhappily repealed, a very 
MIC Sh 4 2 s 


* FT. 


il nt Det ee bar y-lew 


Hfttiguiſhied und eminent in che Kingdom. Vet there is 
an opvious anſwer to this objection, viz. That tt is very 
eaſy-for a free Parliament (if in their wiſdom they ſhall 
think it proper) to petmĩt the great Officers of State, or even 
#htir (Secretaries: or firſt Clerks. to have {eats in Parliament, 
and, as Members, not only to declare their opinions, but 
alſo, for the better ih formation of the Houſe, even to d:bate 
and reply upon” all queſtions. relating to public affairs: 
Which, might be allowed without any oangerous effect, pro- 
Sided” they are duly reſtrained from the fingle privilege of 
VorI N The Nation by this means may have ample be- 
nefit in the) exerciſe of their great and ſhining abilities 
wiTHOUT riſque of undue influence, Which cannot juſtly be 
attributed to angry Dong Fo that bas no other weight or 
effect than What is fairly due to its merit; and any unrea- 
ſonable length of ſpeech, whenever it is uſed with an appa- 
rent intention to proctattinate and obſtruct the intention of 
the Majority, may be duly reſtrained at the pleaſure of the 
Houſe; But otherwiſe, (i. e. without ſome due reſtriction, 
and, more eſpecially, avithout an abſolute excluſion from the 
power. of woting,)) a TREASURY-BENCH, or any other 
Bzxnca or PLAacgwEn, in the Houle of Commons, is a 
- manifeft ABOMINATION, utterly repugnant to all juſt Ideas 
of a free. uninfluenced Parliament, and conſequently is highly 
derogatory to the honour of that Houſe ! 
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few years | afterwards, in the Ath year of 
Queen Anne (c. 8.) Which amply proves, 
that the moſt ſalutary proviſions for -** the 
*« Claims of the people bene be ſecurely 
eſtabliſhed under trienniai or ſeptennial Par- 
liaments; and, of courſe, that the antient 
uſage of Ino! Exrcrions is 3 Claim, of 
of all others the moſt eſſentially neceſſary in 


our welfare. 
en the fatal repeal above nentioned, 


e prevalence of undue influence hath ſo 
. and enormouſly increaſed, that the 
* Citizens of London thought it 
their duty, in the year 1770, to bear teſti- 
mony againſt it; and accordingly they aflert- 
ed, in a public declaration to the King him - 
ſelf, that the (then) * Houſe of Commons 
« 4% Nor repreſent the people.” + 
Subſequent Facts have demonſtrated the 
abſolute neceſſity we are now under to claim 
and promote an wnequzvocul abolition of all 
undue Influence in Patliament. 
Meaſures, the moſt unrigbtrous, as well 
as the aß © ruinous that could have been de- 
„„ viſed, 


reſenratives of the People are eſſential to the 
oy D of Laws, and there is a Time when it is morally 
6 demonſirable thar Men ceaſe to be Repreſentatives. 
That Time is now arnved. ' TR TAE T Hotse 
% of COMMONS DO NOT REPRESENT Tat PeoprLy.” 
— Addrefs of the Mayor, Aldermen, Nee of the City of 
London, 1770. 
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'viſed, have been adopted : 
under a pretended ſanction of parliamentary 
Aut boriiy, 9 which have involved both 
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(6 2 


adopted and carried on 


King and People (whoſe true intereſts are 
inſeparable) in the moſt alarming difficul- 


chief have obi Hy: perſevered to the ut= 
moſt' cxtenfion of 2 

ſaſters, and a happy preventive incapacity 
of their own, (their Heads and Funds 
being equally exhauſted of council and 
reſource,) have compelled them to make 


4 temporary retreat; though the nu- 


J This muſt of courſe be underſtood to refer (if you 
pleaſe) only to former Parliaments that began the Miſchief, 


w hoſe pretended Sanction had more of the Name than the 


"Reality of parliamentary Authority, if a real Repreſentation of 
. thiCommons be at all eſſential to conflitate a true Ig Par- 


liament. 15” 5 x | 

The Repreſentatives are choſen by a very ſnall Propor- 
tion of the People, and even that /mall Proportion of People 
is ſo monſftrouſly anegaa! in their power of delegation, that 
the ſmall Number of 5723 Borough Voters ele& 254 Re- 
preſentatives, which is very near 4a/f the Number of Re- 
preſentatives that are due 10 fix Milliozs of People, and 


mare than half, or a Majority, of the Numbers that are ever 
known to attend at any one Time. The InjzusTicg of 
ſuch an exarmexs Diſpropertion in the Repreſentation of the 
whole People cannot be paralleled by any other groſs Ab- 
ſurdity, except Taz IAI of rendering that d:/pro- 
portionate Repreſentation till more contemptible and nuga- 
© tory by S8geTERNNIAL or (what were nearly as pernicious) 
Taz1izNnNIAL, inſtead. of the ancient conſtitutional Ufage 


of $ESSIONAL, ELECTIONS. 
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ties: a enſible Agents in the miſ- 
Jity, until public Di- | 


L þ 1 
i 
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" creatures of the ſecret faction. 2 


u 


merous Corps CE Ak Peiifionets/ 
Contractors, get occaſionally procured 


11 a thameful Ma Ty. alinoft to the 
a Feat 2741 


N 8 


PAV 


Parligment i is the real ſorce of all out 
1 75 calamities and grievances, which 
cannot” "therefore be reli ved vy 'a mere 
ng OY n e eee 
Ming rity in  Parthenobt Bath once 
Abate: m ths wende of moſt men, be- 
come the Majority; and the wôrthy Op- 
poſers bf bad meaſures were wdülged with 
"a temporary adminiſtration of public Affairs, 


kene fe fr efident that the tren 


until the fecret efficient Cabinet could reco- 
ver from the ſurpriſe and diſmay of their 
former defcat in Parliament, and, by a 
renewed: exertion of their andue influence, 
were able to ſhackle the new Adminiftra- 
tion with the rueful alternative, either to 
_ abandon their newlyr acquired dignities, or 
elſe to adopt ſuch meaſures as mult e ffec- 
| tally deprive them of the people's confi- 
.. dence; after which they were contemp- 
tuouſly compelled (one by one, or as it 
might beſt ſuit tlie purpoſes of the reignipg 


ſyſtem of undue influence)..to yield up bin 
places for the emolument of the more Pliant 


+ wt 


It 


Eo) to) 


11 would'be''madieſs for Engliſhmen, af- 


ter ſuch galling experience, to neglect their 


juſt and indiſpenſible Claim to ſome imme- 


diate and effectual precaution againſt ſimilar 
delifiors:- To truſt another new Adminiſ- 
tration, without inſiſting at the ſame time 
on 4 conſtitutional '/imitation of power, by 

a free  «n1nflueneed Repreſent ation 'of (4 al 


Canmonty may be dangerous to our v 


exiſtence as an independent Kingdom 
The reduced circumſtances of the Na- 
Won cannot admit the riſque of another ſuch 
crequlgys experiment! | 

It is therefore become abſolutely neceſ- 
Shay , for the ſecurity both of King and Peo- 
ple, (which includes the true intereſt. of all 
parties,) that the juſt “ Claim: of the Peo- 
ple“ be ſatisfied in an immediate Reſtora- 
tion of the antient Ig and reſpon/ible Go- 
vernment, by a Revival of the two repealed 
Articles of the Act of Settlement, above 
recited, and by a Revival alſo of that moſt 
excellent Statute for SEs$10nNAL PARLIA- 
MENTS, paſſed in the 4th of K. Ed. III. 
c. 14. declaring, '* that a Parliament” 
- (meaning a rewly-eleled Parliament, as'the 
writs of thoſe times inconteſtably demon- 
"rai. « ſhall be holden 9 5 year once, and 
more f en. if need be. But this indiſpen- 
ſible 


2 * CO : i 5 3 W FB 


| 80269 , 
fible Right nod Claim of the People (for the 
Act itſelf is no more than an authentic De- 
claration, or Acknowledgement, of an antient 

Right) cannot have complete es without 

totally repealing; an Ad of the 8th year of 

K. Hen. VI., (cap. vii.) which, on l 

pretences, (whereby it is rendered unwor- 

thy the title and dignity of a Sratute.] diſ- 
franchiſed at once by far the greateſt part of 
the Engliſh Nation, by robbing them of 
their BIRT HRIGHT, þ the ineſtimable Right 
In the AR of Settlement, by virtue of which the pre- 
ſent King ſits on the Throne, it is declared, that ebe 
Laue England are the Birthright of the people thereof v: 
and, according to an ancient Maxim of the Common Law, 
this our Birebrighi in the Laws, is to be eſteemed our my? 
valuable inheritance, ſuperior to every other Denomination 

of Por ER ATT. Major Hereditas unicuigue winit a 

jart et legibus quam a parentibas.”" Lord 'Coke ſays it 

is the bel Birthrigbi the /ubjeft hath ; for thereby his 

«© Goods, Lands, wife, Children, his Body, Life, Honour 

% and Eftimation,” are protected from injury and wrong ©” 

and then he cites the maxim Major Hereditas, Ic. 2 

Inſt. p. 56. An Act of Parliament, therefore, which ſets 
up an fnferior and mere pecuniary property as the object of 
rpreſcmaion, not only in preference, but to the total exclu- 

Hop of that ſuperior property. or perſonal Right, which ought 

to be efteemed the 1011 valuable inberitante, or EST 

< BIRTRRIeRHT the fubjef? hath,” &c. is ſuch a malum 
* iz/e,” ſach an iaiquitous contempt and infringement of 

Common Right, alk Reaſon aud Juſiice, and againſt the 

- expreſs declaration of a fundamental principle of the Engliſb 

Conflitation, as cannot fail to render the Act vu and 

| | ; 5 6 qygid- 
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f 1 
of voting for Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
without which they cannot properly be 
eſteemed Freemen, becauſe the Laus, theit 
BIiRTHRIGHT. and moſt valuable N 


— 


may be changed, ſuſpended, or entirely wit 


drawn From tbem, without their conſent; 
whereas,/; in antient times, they enjoyed 


not only the privile 2 of voting, in blen 
\Countie, (te, the full 7 Og or Parlia- 
ment. of each County,) for the Knights of 
the Shire, but frequently alſo for the Citi» 
zens and Burgeſſes, elected in their reſpec» 
tive Counties; whereby the Equality of 
Repreſentation was then preſerved; and 


« void in it/clf,”" if the People will but unite in maintain- 
ing this Jult and legal plea againit it; for which they have 
ample deere f Set Doctor and Student, c. 10. where- 
in it is declared, that Szarutes rawhor arif againf REASON 
4% zy the Law Diving,” — © ec contra RATIONEM, aeg 
contre LEGEM divinam-exifiunt i” for the execrable inz- 
qizizy abovementioped is ſurely againf bor; and there- 
þ * &« gg. two, Laws”? (the Law of Reaſon and the 
* Law of God) * cant abate or turn aide, — * Hz due 
4% Loges declinars non poſſunt.” IIb. c. 15.) Its manifeſt that 
the unjuſt AR is atterly unworthy to be named a Statute, 
and muſt needs be void, as cannot it otherwiſe be eſteemed 
than a mere corruption, (or corruptela, ) according to the ex- 
- preſs direQion of the ſame approved Author in his ad ch. 
— Viz — Againſt this Law,” (i. e. the Law of Reaſon, ) 
cr grgſcription, 8 TAT UTE, nor cuſtom, may not prevail x and, 
er % any be brought in apainff it, they. be not pre ſeriptions, 
» „ STATUTES, wor Cuſtoms, but, CORRUPTIONS, (Cok- 
„ RUPTELE,) things voip and again Juſtice.” —DoR. 
et Stud. Eng. ed. 1608, p. 5. 
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ray ap ain w happily reſtored/by (are mch. 
equita ble mode anbsserritg 7 repfeſen⸗ 
tao of btopilati' or Lotoriouſly venal Boz 
roughs, to the” Decilion of their” feſpective 
Gan verb Ef. Which method of eie 
R#pre ſentitiobs deserves preference t6*4 
others, becauſe- it Is hot liable to the"odious 
charge af innovation. bit nn the contrary; 
is authenticated by long continudd- age u 
Tegal Precedents 'of ancient time: 'and'the 
fame may be faid- of 10 ether pee als 
ready recommended. 12 1 E - 
By theſe approved HO tried iba, the 
Juſt claims” of tb people may be amply, as 
well as ea/ly, eſtabliſhed; and the happy ef. 
fects of ſuch a perfect Reformation would 
be ſecuriiy and ſupport to any virtubus Ad- 
miniſtratian:: for ĩt would prevent their juſt 
meaſures from being impeded and clogged 
by the ſecret machinatioũs of any private 
Cabal, or Cabinet Faction, that might 
otherwiſe be efficient without Reſpon/ibility ; 
and it would alſo exclude the intereſted op- 
poſition of needy unprincipled perſons, who 
at preſent .. can. introduce themſelves into 
-P=1--m-*t (if they can but find credit for 
the purchaſe- money) merely. for. the pur- 
poſes of private intereſt |. a Trade. as 
aiſhonourable to themſelves as it is f 
| 30 
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6 
. to the Nation; for the Repreſentation of 
many Boroughs i is now commonly eſteemed 


in many inſtances been notoriouſly ought 

| and ſold; an evil, which not only d:ſgraces, 
but will compleatly ruin, the Kingdom, if 
the conſtitutional Remedies here propoſed 


are not ſpeedily adopted. 
| London, March 23, 1782. 
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a mere pecuniary property, and, as ſuch, has 
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